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Decentralization and Federation

We don't need to copy the current function of
profit-driven internet. We need to imagine
alternatives that serve our needs and make us
thrive as communities, not consumers. "Failure
of imagination produces practical failures"
and our ability to imagine an alternative is what
sets us up for success. '

Some are experimenting with decentralization
and federation as a way to break the
monopolies of social media tycoons and their
surveillance capitalism.

Decentralization allows communities to host
online content across nearby physical locations
(e.g. home servers, libraries, small data-centers)
without a central authority to manage or own
all the content.

Federation allows these decentralized system
to communicate and connect users without
relinquishing decision-making power to a
small group of decision makers (e.g.
shareholders, executives, etc.).

Decentralization and Federation (continued)

We already have examples that have proven their
viability. Federated social media alternatives like
Mastodon and Peertube allow millions of users to
socialize virtually while owning their online
spaces.

Along with social media, federation could be an
alternative computational resource to the
corporate cloud, where we could pool compute
for more useful ends than, say, crypto mining.

magine if places in Seattle, such as public
ibraries, acquired the physical servers needed to
nost one of these alternatives. If X went down
pecause "\ (V) _/, or if we lost connection to
the rest of the internet due to a natural disaster,
Seattle neighborhoods would still be able to talk
to each other on our own social media instances,
or pool our own compute power, because we
would own and operate the means of
communication.

"Creativity is a social act". ' In what ways can
you imagine community-owned social media, or
even compute, might serve your needs?

conclusion

By now, you've hopefully come to see the
ways in which privatization makes for an
internet that does not meet the needs of
the people, but instead steals from us in the
interest of profit maximization!

Taking it one step further, companies here in
Seattle like Amazon, Boeing, Google, and
Microsoft are complicit in providing the
technology for genocide with initiatives like
Project Nimbus. In response, groups like
ours are organizing against this war
profiteering. If you'd like to get involved,
check out the information below and help
us create an internet for the people!

https://shlink.resisttechmonopolies.online/HNrZG

' Tarnoff, Ben. Internet for the People: The Fight for Our
Digital Future. Verso, 2022.
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